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SUMMER DAZE

STONEY CONLEY



SumMMER DAY, THE TWO MOST BEAUTIFUL WORDS IN THE ENGLISH
LANGUACGE, ALTHOUGH HENRY JAMES SUGGESTED “SUMMER AFTERNOON”. IN
A NORTHERN CLIMATE WE CHERISH THE SUMMER DAY, ITS RARE LENGTH,
AND INTENSE LIGHT AND HEAT. THE LIGHT, ITS COLOR, INTENSITY, AND SENSATION
INFLUENCE MY DAY, AS WELL AS MY INTERIOR LIFE AND ART PRACTICE.
CAPTURING LIGHT-DEFINED FORM IS A PAINTER’S CHALLENGE.

ONE WATCHES THE SUN MOVE NORTH UNTIL THE WARMTH FINALLY
CATCHES UP WITH IT. THEN THE DAYS START TO SHORTEN, EVEN AS THE WARM
DAYS CONTINUE, UNTIL AN APEX IS REACHED WHERE THE WARMTH STARTS TO
EBB FOLLOWING THE EVER MORE SOUTHERN ARC OF THE SUN. IN NEw ENGLAND
THESE TOO FEW DAYS ABOVE FREEZING ARE RICH WITH COLOR AND GROWTH.
LIGHT AND COLOR ARE TOOLS FOR RECORDING THE REFLECTED BRILLIANCE OR FADING
END-OF-DAY LIGHT.

I HAVE SPENT THIRTY-FIVE SUMMERS PAINTING ON ROBINHOOD COVE IN
MAINE. IN THIS SERIES I'VE PAINTED DIFFERENT TIMES OF DAY, MOODS OF
WEATHER, AND VISTAS ON THE COVE. THESE SUMMER DAYS DURING THIS
DROUGHT-STRUCK SUMMER AND RESULTING DAZZLING LIGHT WERE RECORDED IN

WATERCOLOR, A MEDIUM OF IMMEDIACY.



Cove South: Studio, 8/2016.3, watercolor, 7% x 11~



Cove South: Boat Launch, 7/2016.15, watercolor, 7% x 117
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Cove South: Bridge, 8/2016.10 watercolor, 7% x 11”7
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Cove South: Spar Island, 7/2016.8, watercolor, 7% x 11”



Cove West: Birds Cove, 7.2016.1, watercolor, 7% x 11"



Cove West: Dead Pine, 7/2016.3, watercolor, 7% x 117
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Cove North: Low Tide, 9/2016.1, watercolor, 7% x 11"
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Cove North: Calm Morning, 8/2016.5, watercolor, 7% x 117
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Cove North: Pink Clouds, 7/2016.6, watercolor, 7% x 11”
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Cove North: Afternoon Light, 7/2016.13, watercolor, 7% x 117
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Cove East: Waters Edge, 7/2016.14, watercolor, 7% x 11”
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Cove East, Ledge, 7/2016.12, watercolor, 7% x 117
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