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This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% the 
size of the final poster. All text and graphics will be 
printed at 100% their size. To see what your poster will 
look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 
evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you 
submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a placeholder 
and type in or paste your text. To move a placeholder, 
click on it once (to select it), place your cursor on its 
frame and your cursor will change to this symbol:         
Then, click once and drag it to its new location where 
you can resize it as needed. Additional placeholders 
can be found on the left side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template was specifically designed for a 48x36 tri-
fold presentation. Its layout should not be changed or 
it may not fit on a standard board. It has a one foot 
column on the left, a 2 foot column in the middle and 
a 1 foot column on the right. 
The columns in the provided layout are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the left 
side of the template. Move it anywhere as needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a table 
that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 
FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the 
INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to the 
“Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can choose 
from the provide color combinations or you can create 
your own. 
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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” tri-
fold presentation  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide 
you through the poster design process and answer your 
poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 
PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto the 
poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder to 
the poster area to add another section header. Use 
section headers to separate topics or concepts within 
your presentation.  
 
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster 
to add a new body of text. 
 
 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it 
first, and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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Normative Arguments For And Against 
A Living Wage 

•  Wages and labor have been crucial 
issues throughout much of the history 
of the United States, and they are 
matters that are still being deliberated 
at this very moment in both civil and 
political life. 

•  Using the framework of civic 
republicanism, it is evident that 
American society needs a living wage. 

•  The basic definition of a living wage: 
    a wage that is high enough to maintain 
    a normal standard of living. 
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The Civic Republicanism Argument: 
•  Civic republicanism is a type of egalitarianism. 
•  From this perspective, democratic equality ought to ensure 
    all law-abiding workers effective access to the social 
    conditions of their freedom at all times. 
•  A living wage provides workers with the potential to fully participate in their societies, 

and that is essential to their freedom. 
•  Furthermore, a living wage allows workers to experience freedom as non-domination, 

which is much more just and desirable than freedom as non-interference. 
 

A Few Other Key Considerations: 
•  Issues of exploitation, especially in regards to vertical and horizontal relationships. 
•  The responsibilities that people within a society owe to each other. 
•  The responsibilities that a government owes to its citizens. 
•  The current structural forces that prevent higher minimum wages from naturally existing 

outside of legislative demands. 
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The Libertarian Argument: 
•  Libertarians are also very concerned with freedom, but they have a very different 

conception than civic republicans do of what freedom rightfully means. 
•  For libertarians, freedom as non-interference is the morally just condition. 
 

The Economic Unemployment Argument: 
•  Some economists are concerned by the existence of minimum or living wages. They 

argue that increased unemployment is an unavoidable outcome 
    of these types of wage laws. 
•  There are other economists who consider other methods such 
    as the unconditional basic income or the earned income tax 
    credit to be better anti-poverty approaches. 
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Conclusion	
  
An ethically just American society requires 
the existence of living wages. Without a 
living wage, low-wage workers are unable 
to fully participate in their society. 
Furthermore, there needs to be legislation 
that legally requires living wages, as it is 
otherwise unjustly burdensome for 
individuals to, on their own, implement 
such a high wage level against the many 
structural forces that exist. 

Key	
  References	
  
1.  Amartya Sen, “Work and Rights,” International 

Labour Review 152, No. S1 (January 2013).  
2.  Elizabeth S. Anderson, “What Is the Point of 

Equality,” Ethics:  An International Journal of 
Social, Political, and Legal Philosophy 109, No. 
2 (January 1999). 

3.  Iris Marion Young, Responsibility for Justice 
(Oxford University Press, 2011).  

4.  Lawrence B. Glickman, A Living Wage:  
American Workers and the Making of Consumer 
Society (Cornell University Press, 1999). 

5.  Philip Pettit, Just Freedom:  A Moral Compass 
For A Complex World (W. W. Norton & 
Company, 2014). 

Acknowledgements	
  
I am deeply grateful for the wonderful guidance, 
teachings, and support given by my thesis advisor, 
Professor Micah Lott. I am also thankful for the 
assistance of Professor Joseph Quinn of the 
economics department. Additionally, thank you to 
Professor Eileen Sweeney, director of the 
undergraduate philosophy department, for her 
support throughout this entire process. Finally, I 
would like to thank all of the friends, classmates, 
and professors at Boston College who have helped 
me develop a greater intellectual perspective. 

•  What exactly does a “normal standard 
of living” entail? 

•  Why is a lack of living wages unjust? 
•  Why does it matter that the workers in 

a society are able to live, not merely 
survive, off of their wages? 

•  What are the implications of a living 
wage on essential matters such as 
freedom, justice, and democracy? 

•  Why is there a need for living wages to 
be mandated by the government 
through legislation? 
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