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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% the 
size of the final poster. All text and graphics will be 
printed at 100% their size. To see what your poster will 
look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 
evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you 
submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a placeholder 
and type in or paste your text. To move a placeholder, 
click on it once (to select it), place your cursor on its 
frame and your cursor will change to this symbol:         
Then, click once and drag it to its new location where 
you can resize it as needed. Additional placeholders 
can be found on the left side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template was specifically designed for a 48x36 tri-
fold presentation. Its layout should not be changed or 
it may not fit on a standard board. It has a one foot 
column on the left, a 2 foot column in the middle and 
a 1 foot column on the right. 
The columns in the provided layout are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the left 
side of the template. Move it anywhere as needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a table 
that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 
FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the 
INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to the 
“Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can choose 
from the provide color combinations or you can create 
your own. 
 
 

 
 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” tri-
fold presentation  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide 
you through the poster design process and answer your 
poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 
PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto the 
poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder to 
the poster area to add another section header. Use 
section headers to separate topics or concepts within 
your presentation.  
 
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster 
to add a new body of text. 
 
 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it 
first, and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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Classical Perspectives in Late Antiquity 

The Roman Empire at the end of the Fourth 
Century was undoubtedly a very different place 
from the the Empire of the first and second 
centuries. Some were very conscious of and 
resistant to these changes. 
 
Romans placed a high value in their ancestral 
customs and that the older something is, the 
better it is. The importance of tradition is also 
reflected in the Classical Tradition, which is, in 
part, the canon of literature that formed the 
basis of Roman education. 

Introduc4on	
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Examples	 Conclusions	

Ammianus and Symmachus lived in a world that 
was still Antique, if only barely.  
They each resisted and criticized the changes in 
the world around them, but failed to appreciate 
the magnitude of these changes. 
They were deeply indebted to their past and 
past authors, whom they had read. Ammianus 
and Symmachus modeled themselves after these 
authors that they read and idealized.  
Although very different in many respects from 
these authors, their respect for tradition and the 
past allows for their viewpoint to be looked at, 
in some respects, as a Classical viewpoint. 
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The authors of Late Antiquity are generally 
absent from Classics reading lists unless Late 
Antiquity is what is being studied. This is largely 
for good reasons as time is limited. However, 
does this say something about the author’s 
themselves? Are they, in true Roman fashion, 
lesser because they are later? How should we 
interpret the critical and traditional views they 
espouse in their writings? 

Jakob	Froelich	

Through a close reading of Ammianus’ Res 
Gestae (historiography) and Symmachus’ Relatio 
3 (an imperial dispatch) and his epistles, this 
paper examines various aspects of their 
respective texts within the larger historical 
framework of the works and the lives of the 
authors. 
The project considers three separate, though 
related, aspects of Roman society: Rome’s 
changing cultural prestige in Ammianus, 
Ammianus’ evaluation of the degrading 
Romanitas in Rome, and Symmachus’ response to 
Christianization. 

“Who is so familiar with the barbarians that he 
does not need an Altar of Victory?” (Symmachus 
Relationes 3.3) 
 

“Revere my age, which your piety towards the 
religious rites won for me.” (Ibid 3.9) 
 

 “Let [the gods] defend you, let us be worshiped 
by us. We ask that our religion be reestablished. 
[The religion] preserved the empire for your 
deified father. [The religion] furnished 
legitimate heirs to a fortunate emperor. That 
older deity [emperor] looks from his starry 
citadel on the tears of the priests and he thinks 
himself to blame for the violated custom, which 
he gladly preserved.” (Ibid 3.19-20)  
 
 
 

“Some men detest learning as a poison. They 
read with a more attentive zeal only Juvenal and 
Marius Maximus. They ought to read extensively 
many things because of the greatness of their 
ancestors. To hear of Socrates, marked for death 
and placed in prison, who asked a certain man 
skilled at playing the songs of the lyric poet 
Stesichorus so that he might learn to do it while 
he could. When the musician asked what this 
could offer him, Socrates, who was going to die 
on the next day, replied ‘so that I might depart 
life knowing something more.’” 
 (Ammianus Marcellinus 28.4.14-15) 

“When [Constantius] came to the forum of Trajan, 
a unique construction under the heavens and also 
deemed a marvel by the gods, he stopped and was 
transfixed as he turned his mind to the 
surrounding, giant structures, which are beyond 
description and cannot be achieved again by 
mortals.” (Ammianus Marcellinus 16.10.15) 
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