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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% the 
size of the final poster. All text and graphics will be 
printed at 100% their size. To see what your poster will 
look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 
evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you 
submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a placeholder 
and type in or paste your text. To move a placeholder, 
click on it once (to select it), place your cursor on its 
frame and your cursor will change to this symbol:         
Then, click once and drag it to its new location where 
you can resize it as needed. Additional placeholders 
can be found on the left side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template was specifically designed for a 48x36 tri-
fold presentation. Its layout should not be changed or 
it may not fit on a standard board. It has a one foot 
column on the left, a 2 foot column in the middle and 
a 1 foot column on the right. 
The columns in the provided layout are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the left 
side of the template. Move it anywhere as needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a table 
that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 
FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the 
INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to the 
“Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can choose 
from the provide color combinations or you can create 
your own. 
 
 

 
 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” tri-
fold presentation  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide 
you through the poster design process and answer your 
poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 
PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto the 
poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder to 
the poster area to add another section header. Use 
section headers to separate topics or concepts within 
your presentation.  
 
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster 
to add a new body of text. 
 
 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it 
first, and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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What	
  role	
  does	
  media	
  play	
  in	
  ISIS's	
  state	
  building	
  strategy?	
  
This	
  paper	
  seeks	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  how	
  ISIS	
  uses	
  media	
  
as	
  an	
  instrument	
  of	
  statecraft.	
  I	
  look	
  both	
  at	
  how	
  ISIS	
  
spreads	
  its	
  message,	
  and	
  what	
  that	
  message	
  entails.	
  	
  	
  

Research	
  Question/Objective	
  

Research	
  Methodology	
  	
  

	
  
This	
  paper	
  examines	
  the	
  role	
  that	
  media	
  plays	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  building	
  strategy	
  of	
  the	
  Islamic	
  State	
  of	
  Iraq	
  and	
  al-­‐Sham	
  
(ISIS).	
  Research	
  findings	
  suggest	
  that	
  ISIS	
  is	
  not	
  merely	
  a	
  disorderly	
  group	
  of	
  militants,	
  but	
  is	
  a	
  sophisticated	
  
organization	
  driven	
  by	
  powerful	
  religious	
  and	
  political	
  ideas.	
  The	
  goal	
  of	
  my	
  research	
  is	
  to	
  tap	
  into	
  the	
  intellectual	
  face	
  
of	
  ISIS,	
  to	
  uncover	
  ISIS's	
  own	
  arguments	
  and	
  state	
  building	
  aspirations.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  more	
  comprehensive	
  
understanding	
  of	
  ISIS,	
  my	
  research	
  analyzes	
  how	
  ISIS	
  spreads	
  its	
  message	
  and	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  that	
  message	
  as	
  it	
  
relates	
  to	
  state	
  formation.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Introduction	
  

Islamic	
  State	
  Photo	
  Reports	
  (released	
  by	
  ISIS’s	
  wilayat	
  media	
  centers)	
  

Results	
  and	
  Conclusions	
  

•  Global	
  media	
  bolsters	
  ISIS's	
  religious	
  and	
  political	
  
legitimacy,	
  contributing	
  heavily	
  to	
  ISIS's	
  overall	
  state	
  
building	
  strategy.	
  	
  

	
  
•  ISIS's	
  use	
  of	
  conventional	
  social	
  media	
  platforms	
  (as	
  

opposed	
  to	
  web	
  forums)	
  as	
  a	
  primary	
  means	
  of	
  
disseminating	
  propaganda	
  makes	
  ISIS's	
  media	
  campaign	
  
decentralized	
  and,	
  therefore,	
  unique.	
  ISIS	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  
sacrificing	
  strict	
  control	
  over	
  the	
  delivery	
  of	
  its	
  message	
  in	
  
exchange	
  for	
  widespread	
  circulation	
  and	
  rapid	
  
distribution.	
  	
  

	
  
•  Through	
  its	
  media	
  campaign,	
  ISIS	
  portrays	
  itself	
  as	
  

possessing	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  necessary	
  features	
  of	
  modern	
  
statehood,	
  including	
  legal	
  structures,	
  a	
  means	
  of	
  
providing	
  basic	
  and	
  complex	
  public	
  services,	
  security	
  and	
  
educational	
  structures,	
  and	
  a	
  functional	
  economy.	
  ISIS	
  is	
  
portraying	
  itself	
  not	
  as	
  a	
  terrorist	
  organization,	
  but	
  as	
  a	
  
long-­‐lasting	
  state	
  capable	
  of	
  enduring	
  the	
  post-­‐war	
  era.	
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To	
  assist	
  me	
  in	
  my	
  endeavor	
  to	
  track	
  pro-­‐ISIS	
  media,	
  I	
  make	
  use	
  of	
  
several	
  online	
  monitoring	
  services	
  and	
  databases	
  dedicated	
  to	
  re-­‐posting,	
  
and	
  occasionally	
  translating,	
  ISIS	
  publications	
  and	
  statements	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  
released.	
  The	
  sites	
  I	
  refer	
  to	
  most	
  frequently	
  are	
  Jihadica,	
  Jihadology,	
  SITE	
  
Intelligence	
  Group,	
  and	
  TRAC.	
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Research	
  methodology	
  includes	
  assessment	
  and	
  analysis	
  of:	
  	
  
•  Pro-­‐ISIS	
  social	
  media	
  
•  Web	
  forums	
  	
  
•  ISIS	
  publications,	
  videos,	
  and	
  public	
  statements	
  	
  
•  Arabic	
  and	
  English	
  news	
  articles	
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